
Scoil Mhuire Homework Policy  

 

         

Rationale: 

Regular homework is a valuable aspect of the learning process and contributes to the 

development of sound study skills. It consolidates and supplements the work done in class 

and promotes independent learning and creativity. 

 

Homework is both written and learning work given to reinforce the lessons studied in class. 

It is also used to extend the student's insight of this lesson and to revise work previously 

done. If students have any difficulty with any aspect of the lesson it may be identified during 

homework and students will have an opportunity to raise their question or concern during 

the next class. 
 

Teachers will assign homework where appropriate to reinforce classroom learning. The 

teacher will monitor this homework. Sanctions may be imposed for not doing homework. 

Parents will be informed through the Homework Diary. It is school policy to regard 

homework as not having been done if it is not presented on time. 

 

How Homework Develops the Key Skills of JCPA: 

All types of homework set by subject teachers foster the development of the key skill 

‘Managing Myself’ and depending on the nature of the assigned task develop a selection of 

the key skills of the JCPA. Key skills are activated in the classroom and further consolidated 

through homework. 

Managing Myself: Homework tasks encourage students’ to work independently. This key 

skill helps students’ to understand themselves both as individuals and as learners so that 

they can develop personal goals and plans. It also helps them develop strategies to make 

considered decisions, to take action and to reflect on their progress. 

Communicating: Homework helps students’ develop good communication skills using a 

variety of media. As well as developing literacy skills it also develops learners’ confidence in 

communicating, expressing opinions, writing, making oral presentations and presenting.   

Being Creative: Homework tasks enable students’ to develop their imagination and 

creativity as they explore different ways of doing things and of thinking. Students’ learn to 

stay with challenges or tasks to completion and to learn from their assigned homework. 



Working with Others: Homework may be completed alone or as part of a group e.g. pair or 

group project work, drama performance, using ICT for a group presentation. 

Managing Information and Thinking: Homework tasks may involve gathering, recording, 

organising and evaluating information and data. Homework also promotes student self-

reflection and fosters critical thinking. 

Staying Well: Homework tasks in some subject areas may develop some of the 6 Indicators 

of Wellbeing and our Wellbeing programme aims to foster happy, confident, responsible 

and resilient students who feel connected to Scoil Mhuire. 

Being Literate: Homework develops literacy by encouraging students’ to write/read/speak 

for a variety of purposes, to express ideas clearly and accurately, and to explore and create 

a variety of texts, including multi-modal texts. Homework assigned which promotes literacy 

helps students’ to develop their understanding and enjoyment of words and language. 

Being Numerate: Homework tasks may involve students expressing ideas mathematically, 

estimating, predicting and calculating. Students’ develop a positive disposition towards 

investigating, reasoning and problem solving. Homework linked to numeracy may require 

students to see patterns, trends or to gather, interpret and represent data.   

 

                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Policy Content: 

 Students must have all textbooks, copies and other materials needed for class with 

them at all times. 

 Students are expected to complete and produce on time any homework assignments 

given to them by teachers.  

 Students are expected to catch up on any class work and home work missed out on 

during their absence. 

 Special consideration will be given to students with special educational needs. 

 A note may be put in the Student Journal or a letter sent home to inform parents if 

homework is not submitted.  

 Equally, a persistent lack of homework (three occasions of missed homework) may 

be flagged by the subject teacher on VSWare under the student’s name.  

 The Journal/Letter is to be signed by parents.  

 Parents of pupils not complying with the homework policy are notified by the Year 

Head. 

 October Midterm Assessments allow for staff to raise their concern regarding a 

student’s lack of homework. 

 Christmas academic staff meetings allow for staff to identify students who 

persistently disobey the homework policy. 

 

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 

Manager: 

 To ensure that the policy is developed and evaluated from time to time. 

  To approve the policy. 

 To consider reports from the Principal on the implementation of the policy. 

Principal, Deputy Principal and Year Heads: 

 To establish structures and procedures for the implementation of the policy. 

 To monitor the implementation of the policy. 

Subject Teachers: 

 To implement the policy and provide feedback to students. 

 To keep records of homework. 

 To instruct students in homework / study skills. 

 The teacher will provide positive affirmation and constructive criticism. 

Guidance Counsellor and Learning Support Personnel: 

 To monitor the effects of the policy and to identify students experiencing difficulty. 

 To provide support and guidance, especially for those experiencing difficulty. 



 To liaise with subject teachers, especially in relation to consideration for students 

with special education needs. 

Parents are encouraged: 

 It is envisaged that parents will fully support this policy. 

 

Monitoring Procedures: 

 Staff are asked to complete Master Sheets, per class, for each pupil they teach prior 

to the midterm assessment meetings. They are asked to indicate the number of 

homework not received as a minus i.e -6 would mean 6 pieces of homework were 

not received by the teacher. 

 Following staff discussion, letters appropriate to each situation are sent to the 

parents of individual pupils 

 Year Heads, through informal discussion with students and subject teachers, will 

conduct on-going monitoring and will note feedback from teachers to parents. 

 Subject Departments will review implementation once per term. 

 The Principal and Deputy Principal will consult with Subject Departments, Year Heads 

and Subject Teachers regarding the effectiveness of the policy. 

 The Principal will report to the Board of Directors once per year. 

 

Links with other School Policies: 

The Code of Behaviour Policy: Sanctions for non-completion of homework as stipulated in 

Scoil Mhuire’s Code of Behaviour Policy include a verbal warning by the teacher, a note in 

the student’s school journal and a behaviour correction on VSWare. The Year Head is 

informed where students have received three behaviour corrections on VSWare. If the issue 

persists, the Year Head informs the parents and the student is put on report.  

The Assessment Policy:  Homework supports the Assessment for Learning (AfL) strategies 

contained in the Scoil Mhuire’s Assessment Policy. AfL is on-going and formative, providing 

students with rich learning experiences. Learning intentions and success criteria are shared 

with students. Students engage in self-assessment and reflection as part of homework e.g. 

the TY Portfolios. Teachers provide formative feedback on homework in a way that 

facilitates ongoing improvement and learning, and acknowledges achievements made. 

Feedback on homework may be verbal or take the form of written comments and/or 

grades. 

 

This policy was ratified by the manager on ___________________ 


